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and brain, The heart is dilated* and the viscera are congested. The fluid
blood in highly carbo\\luu*d. Sometimes the hone marrow and spleen,
owing to their sluggish circulation, show very little change. At other
times the spleen is enlarged and shows cherry-red congestion,
In a few cases in which the inhaled gas also contained considerable
proportions of carbon dioxide or lacked the normal proportions of
oxygen found in the air, lividity of the body may to some extent mask
the characteristic bright cherry-red colour of the corpse.
When the patient has been removed from the influence of the jws, the
removed from chcrry-red coloration may be considerably reduced Hven after one
hour's treatment it may not be easily discernible, Wlu*n the circumstances
do not clearly indicate the nature of the case, an unpublished observa-
tion by Newecmib may be of great value: small pieces of tissue taken
for microscopy quickly lose their red colour in formal -saline, hut if
carhoxyhaemoglohin is present the colour persists for forty-eight hours
and longer. The supernatant fluid also remains coloured,
In patients who have died in coma several days after the gassing
hypostatic pneumonia is generally present. The celts of the cerebral
grey matter show degenerative changes, and there may he pctechiai
haemorrhages, In some of these cases there is bilateral softening of the
pallidal part of the lenticular nuclei, Hadltctd associated this with (he
arterial siderosis found in the globus patlidus in about .M) per cent of
people over twenty, Siderosis of the globus patlklusand its arterial supply
is greater in the anterior half of the ganglion* which in where the soften-
ing occurs. There can belittle doubt that the softenings are thromhotic
in origin* With severe athcromatosis cerebral softening may be more
extensive and irregular,

When atmospheric air containing carbon monoxide is inhaled, the
percentage of haemoglobin combined with carbon monoxide steadily
rises, but the first symptoms arc not noticed until the 20 per cent level
is reached: shortness of breath on exertion* headache, and lassitude.
At 30 per cent there are severe headache* nausea, giddiness, tinnitus,
and throbbing of the heart* There h considerable dyspnoea on the
slightest exertion.

Other symptoms are convulsions and involuntary passage of urine urn!
faeces in the late stages, An examination of the patient may .show patches
of reddish-pink discoloration of the skin and sometimes blisters,
resembling those duo to burns, commonly situated on the hands and
feet, Glycosuria and albuminurta have been recorded,
The urgent symptoms increase with the rising percentage of carbon
monoxide, until at between 50 and 60 per cent unconsciousness occurs,
and at 75 to 80 per cent death takes place. These figures apply to a fairly
rapid rise in concentration. If, however, the carbon monoxide content
of the air is such that the rise of blood carbon monoxide is very slaw,
unconsciousness may supervene at a lower concentration, andt if the
patient remains unconscious for a long time, death may take place
at the 50 to 60 per cent level If, however, he is removed from the

SyntptowN

Death